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Reaction to the “Crime and Punishment in America” Documentary
The film is a leap into the far past from how crime and punishment were viewed in relation to social class stratifications. My reaction towards the film documentary is that it traces elements of crime and how they have emanated from a simple understanding of activities that currently would not warrant substantial arrest or prosecution. Ordinary activities like stalking, idleness and not attending church services warranted not just arrest but severe criticism from the wider society in the film (DocSpot, 2018). These are events that are ignored without a glitch due to everybody’s profile on social media today. In a nutshell, as the American society depended on religious doctrines to determine which crimes were considered just as common sins and which other ones were serious offenses, today’s technology and many human rights would prevent arresting of another person for missing a church service. These “crimes” are not served to meet law punishment. Also, as the criminal activities and decisions on the kind of punishments deserved by offenders were perpetrated by middle class Americans then, today it is racism, unemployment and gang violence in the low-income neighborhoods that determine arrests and punishments. The Victorian compromise was an ideological conflict that caught people of middle-class society in between two social lives, merry-making and keeping the moral-based Sabbath laws. These have stemmed down to mundane church truancy and interdenominational conflicts which in effect have attributed to the continuation of crime. This has rebirthed American crime.
The modern methods of crime punishment, such as serving time depending on the offense committed, are appendages of what started back in the 1770s as forms of punishment shown in the film. In today’s American society, it is debatable whether similar forms of crime punishment should or should not be effective. Offenses such as burglary and rape were treated as serious crimes that warranted death. Arguably, such offenses would only lead to minor sentences and bailouts. As I have witnessed in the film documentary, American laws are not shaped by the state leadership but by time setting into modernity. The laws are subject to trends in crime. When crime is done repeatedly, they call for law enactments. What enacts laws for crime prevention and punishment are the times and mega occurrences. For instance, Texas State law against stalking was enacted after celebrity victims who had been stalked repeatedly peached its inception and implementation. The same case applies to juvenile laws that impacted children’s conviction into the criminal justice system.
Relating the concepts of the film to criminological theory, it becomes easier to ascertain where the discord lies between American crime prevention and punishments for the same crimes. American crime and punishment are far stretched by a host of reasons that illustrate why offender reentry programs barely work in the United States (Burke, 2017). When criminology theory is linked to a number of inmate programs that work, the criminal justice system boasts only countable changes. This theory has guided former crime punishments like community whipping of offenders to the modern reinforced principles like house arrest and parole. The evolution of these modern forms of punishment is categorically depictive of how long and gradual the fight against crime has come. Lastly, the film also applies the sociological theories that expound the correlation of environmental factors to criminal behaviors (Burke, 2017). Behaviors that are attributed to factors such as crime experiences, peer influence and negative family relations can lead to criminal offenses. These sociological instigated motives are inherently maladjusted in the modern United States societies, as shown in the film.  Finally, the film elaborates on how the design of the physical space navigates the trends of crime and the effects of criminal behaviors.
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